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Playgrounds & Park Shelter Structures 
This document provides a focused comparison of steel and wood construction specifically for playgrounds, 
park shelters, pavilions, and outdoor public-use structures. Emphasis is placed on durability, maintenance, 
safety, and life-cycle cost—key decision factors for municipalities, schools, and park districts.

Performance in Outdoor Environments
• Steel structures are not susceptible to rot, termites, or fungal decay common in outdoor wood installations.
• Powder-coated or galvanized steel resists UV exposure, moisture, and seasonal temperature swings.
• Steel maintains dimensional stability; wood can warp, crack, or splinter over time.
• Steel shelters and playground frames perform consistently in wind, snow-load, and seismic conditions.

Maintenance Comparison for Parks & Schools

Safety & Compliance Considerations
• Steel playground systems eliminate splinter hazards associated with aging wood.
• Consistent material strength supports compliance with ASTM and CPSC playground safety standards.
• Steel shelters maintain structural integrity without hidden internal decay.
• Fire resistance of steel improves safety in wildfire-prone regions.

Safety & Compliance Considerations
While wood playgrounds and shelters may present lower initial costs, steel structures consistently deliver lower 
total cost of ownership. Reduced maintenance, longer service life (30+ years), and fewer replacements make 
steel the preferred long-term investment for public agencies.

Comparative Case Review

®

Maintenance Category Wood Structures Steel Structures

Surface treatment Staining / Sealing every 2-5 years Factory coating; minimal touch-up
Splinters / Cracking Common over time None
Pest control Ongoing risk (termites, ants) Not required
Moisture damage High risk at ground contact No rot or decay
Annual maintenance cost Higher and labor intensive Lower and predictable

Conclusion
For playgrounds and park shelters exposed 
to constant use and environmental 
stress, steel construction offers superior 
durability, safety, and maintenance 
efficiency. These advantages translate 
into lower life-cycle costs and improved 
reliability for municipalities, schools, and 
community organizations.


